
Newsletter
July – September 2005

John D. Wood Chapter,
NERA Mission

To support our local reservists and their
families’ which are mobilized. Create
community awareness and to support regional
and national events with in NERA.   Chapter
meetings are held on the Tuesday before Drill
Weekend of each month unless otherwise noted
in our quarterly newsletter "DWOOD_PILE". Our
monthly meetings are held at the Naval and
Marine Corps Reserve Center, 4851 Museum Dr.
Mobile, Alabama 36608, just across the street
from the Art Museum. Meeting time is 1900
hours.  The primary purpose of our meetings
are to share the information received from a
variety of sources pertaining to Capitol Hill
legislation, retirement benefits, medical plan
coverage, Coalition initiatives and other chapter
business. Our membership is widely spread out
geographically, thus communicating with the
chapter is done largely through this newsletter.
We participate in letter writing campaigns,
invite local speakers, participate in parades and
conduct annual awards banquets. Those
anticipating retirement and have been a
member of the chapter for a minimum of three
years are entitled to receive one of our
luxurious plaques.  While most of the 86
chapters located throughout the United States
are declining in membership, our chapter
continues to increase with a diligent effort to
recruit and retain our members. Our dedicated
officers and members continue to succeed

through our visionary and creative methods. An
example of our forward progress is the web
page currently being offered. Recommendations
for improvement or additional items are
solicited. We hope you will find being a member
of the John D Wood Chapter NERA, will provide
you with personal pride and satisfaction.
Welcome Aboard!

Upcoming Meetings

Our next few meetings which are held at the
NMCRC Mobile at 1900, dates are as follows:

Tuesday, July 19, 2005
Tuesday, August 16, 2005
Tuesday, September 13, 2005

Memorializing Our Fallen
Service Members

Chris Landry, Founder and National Director of
The SOS Fund and NERA John D Wood Chapter
are proud to announce a partnership/alliance,
to resell the “Wear Camo” desert camouflage
wristbands.  The SOS Fund “Wear Camo”
wristbands are one of the most popular
wristbands on the market and helps fund the
SOS Fund’s “Statues of Servicemen” campaign
to build bronze bust statues of the fallen heroes
in the War on Terror.  Of the $2.00 retail price
of the wristbands one dollar goes to NERA, the
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other dollar goes to the SOS Fund making the
“Wear Camo” desert camouflage a great
fundraising effort.  Any volunteers to resell the
wristbands contact John Wilson (251) 510-8362
(johnwilson38@comcast.net) or Fred Conklin
(251) 599-7655 (fred.conklin@gmail.com)

Congratulations Chief Selects on
your advancement

On behalf of the John D Wood Chapter of NERA,
Congratulation on you being selected as Chief
Petty Officers. The next few months will be a
memorable and educational occasion.  You are
now entering a new era of you career that will
change, not only your life, but the lives of
others as well.

Change Of Command/CDR Pete
Riehm’s Retirement Ceremony

Navy & Marine Corps Reserve Center Mobile will
have its Change of Command ceremony here at
the center (4851 Museum Dr) 1430 Saturday
23 July 2005.  Volunteers Of America is also
hosting a charity dinner at Mobile Marriott that
evening, 1830, to benefit OPERATION
HOMEFRONT. All are cordially invited to attend
both events.  Invitations are going out and we
hope to reach all, but just in case, please pass
this information on to all interested parties and
assure them that all are welcome.

For the Change Of Command, Please RSVP with
YN1 Brown at 251-344-5395.

For the OPERATION HOMEFRONT Benefit
Dinner, Please RSVP with VOA at 251-666-
4421.

NERA Membership
Renewals

Please if you know you are coming up on
renewal for your membership dues please send
a $25.00 Check to NERA, John D Wood Chapter,
PO Box 16932, Mobile, Alabama 36616.

NERA New Members Incentive
Program

We all need to have an incentive to do just
about anything.  Well getting new members to
join is a task and if you recruit five new
members into our Chapter you will receive a
$25.00 gift card for Dinner at Olive Garden.
Also, we want to have a Pot Luck get together
once per quarter to welcome new members.

The experienced Experts
in the field …on your side

Marketed By
Pre-Paid Legal Services, Inc.
Independent Associate: (251) 461-0828

Service provided by
Kroll Background America
With the Identity Theft Shield you’re backed by
experienced professionals from a division of the
world’s leading risk consulting company.
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